
So, You’re a 
Tourist 
during 

Hurricane 
Season 

• Make room in your suitcase for a small 
radio and at least one flashlight – and ex-
tra, fresh batteries. You’ll probably be glad 
to have these whether you evacuate 
 or stay put.  

• Keep the gas tank filled in your vehicle. 
You won’t have to worry about having 
enough gas to leave the area in case you 
need to evacuate.  

• Be sure to have a road map with the 
evacuation routes clearly marked, so that 
you won’t spend valuable time and fuel in 
searching for the right way to go.  

• Buy bottled water and ice as soon as you 
arrive. Even if you evacuate, you’ll have 
these available for the road.  

• Get out of the area as early as you can, in 
daylight. Give yourself enough time to 
leave so that you can drive calmly and al-
low for traffic congestion – avoid putting 
yourself in a panic situation.  

• Be sure that you’ve sealed up the rooms or 
house where you’ve been staying and have 
brought any outdoor furniture and grills 
inside (see below) – and help protect the 
property of others!  

 
If You Don’t Have to Evacuate…  
 
Even those who have lived through many hurricanes 
and tropical storms are unaware of the safest ways 
to ride out the storm and to avoid excessive property 
damage. The National Hurricane Survival Initiative 
and other informed sources offer the following tips:  

• Avoid garage doors because they are the 
most likely structural component to fail 
during hurricane-force winds.  

 

• Do NOT cover windows with masking 
tape or open a window on the sheltered 
side of the house. Both of these “tips” 
are myths that will not keep windows 
from shattering in a storm, and may 
actually harm more than help.  

• Bring in any portable items from    
 outside, such as grills, patio furniture 
 and toys. These can become deadly 
 missiles in hurricane-force winds.  

• Stay well indoors in an interior room, 
 away from windows and doors, to avoid 
 being  hit by glass or wood if the wind 
 forces its way inside.  

• Fill the bathtubs with water ahead of 
 time and set the refrigerator and freezer 
 to maximum cold. Don’t open the doors 
 to the fridge or freezer unless 
 necessary.  

• If you’re able to shut off the electricity, 
 do so before the storm hits, and use 
 your flashlights. Candles are not 
 recommended due to the chance of fire.  

• Put your personal documents or wallet 
 in a plastic Ziploc bag or plastic 
 container and keep it with you at all 
 times.  

The best tip of all: Unless 
you’re going to stay to help 
others with the recovery and 
clean-up efforts, end your 
trip and go home!  

Falmouth, Cape Cod 

Emergency Contact #’s 
Police ************************ 911 
Fire *************************  911 
Town Hall ******************** 508-548-7611 
Emergency Operations Center **** 508-495-2602 



First, don’t assume that you’ll be safe be-

cause you’re not in the tropics or near the 

coast. Did you know that there are more 

drowning fatalities 

from flooding in 

inland areas than 

along the coasts? 

Also, most torna-

does caused by 

hurricanes actually occur in rain bands that 

are hundreds of miles from the eye of the 

storm.  

The relative strength of a storm doesn’t 

necessarily guarantee its relative deadli-

ness. One of the worst killer hurricanes in 

U.S. history was Hurricane Agnes, which 

struck from the Gulf Coast all the way up 

the Eastern Seaboard in 1972, killing 122 

people. Over 210,000 people fled their 

homes in the face of the storm, thousands 

were left homeless and the entire state of 

Pennsylvania was declared a disaster area. 

Yet Agnes was classified as a Category 1 

hurricane (the lowest category on the Saffir

-Simpson storm scale), and lasted only a 

few hours.  

Eight of the ten most costly natural disas-

ters in the U.S. have been hurricanes or 

tropical storms. By being prepared before 

you depart, you may not only be able to 

salvage your trip, but your life.  

Watch vs. Warning  
 

What’s the difference between a hurricane watch 
and a hurricane warning? 

· Hurricane Watch = Hurricane conditions 
are possible within 24 to 36 hours.  

· Hurricane Warning = Hurricane 
conditions are expected within 24 hours.  

 

If You Have to Evacuate  
When should you evacuate? 
  

· If you are staying in a storm surge zone 
or flood zone, leave as soon as a 
hurricane watch is issued.  

· Low-lying escape routes may already be 
impassable hours before landfall, so 
don’t count on making a last-minute 
getaway.  

· Besides the problems of traffic 
congestion and even gridlock, flooding 
creates a deadly trap. A vehicle can be 
swept off the road by only a foot of 
water, and six inches of moving water 
can knock you off your feet.  

Tips for Travelers If you must evacuate, where 
should you go?  

 
A simple tenet of hurricane survival is “Run from 
water, hide from wind.”  
 
If storm surge is predicted, stay away from coastal 
and low-lying areas. If you are not ordered to 
evacuate, and winds are going to be more of a 
problem, the safest place to ride out the storm is in 
the most interior room of the place where you’re 
staying.  
 
• The best way to prepare for a possible     
 evacuation during your hurricane season 
 vacation is to plan well ahead.  

• If you have friends or family who live 
outside the evacuation zone for the area to 
which you’re traveling, arrange with them 
in advance to take you in if needed.  

• Know where the local shelter is locate so 
that you’ll know where to go if no friends 
or family are available. The Falmouth 
Emergency Shelter is at Lawrence Jr. 
High School on Lakeview Avenue.  

• If you are traveling with a pet, be aware 
that shelters will not accept pets.  

 
Storm surge – the wave swell that can range from 
four feet to over twenty feet - is the biggest poten-
tial threat to human life and property from a hurri-
cane that makes landfall.  

• Stay away from the shore and low-lying 
areas, including inland waterways that 
can be swept by storm surges.  

Local Pet Shelters: 
River Bend Kennels 508-540-0635 
Cloverleaf Kennels 508-540-7387 
Deer Run Veterinarian 508-548-3406 
Falmouth Animal Hospital 508-563-7147 


