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Who We Are

The Falmouth Historical Commission is a body appointed by the Board of 
Selectmen to insure the integrity of the historic districts.

The members include: 
Ed Haddad

Christian Valle

Chris Warner

Annie Dean

Kara Foley

Lee Drescher- Alt
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Property management within Historic 
Districts

Property Use Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Appeal

Building Design Historical Commission
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What are we proposing?

The Falmouth Historical Commission is proposing to adjust the historic district 
ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǎŜǘōŀŎƪǎ ƻŦ мллΩΣ мрлΩΣ нллΩ ŀƴŘ нрлΩΤ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ 
the actual property. 

We are holding a series of hearings to understand public sentiment about the proposal. 

Process: 

Public meetings

Board of Selectmen approve proposal

November Town Meeting 
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Where are the historic districts
North Falmouth Old Main Road

West Falmouth West Falmouth Highway

Quissett Quissett/Sippiwisset Roads, Quissett Harbor

Woods Hole Church St, Water St, Luscomb Ave. and Woods Hole Road

Davisville Davisville Road

Waquoit Waquoit Highway

Falmouth Village Palmer Ave, Locust St, N. Main St, Main St., and Shore St.
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Current inconsistent boundary setbacks 
in the 7 historic districts

North Falmouth: 150 feet deep from each road edge at Old Main Rd.

West Falmouth: 150 feet deep from center line of RT. 28-A 

Quissett: 200 feet deep from each road edge at Quissett/Sippewissett Roads and 

500 feet from Quissett Harbor

Woods Hole: 200 feet deep from each road edge at Church St./Woods Hole Rd./Water St.

Little Harbor Rd./School St./Cowdry Rd./Luscombe Ave./Butler St./Railroad Avenue

Falmouth Village/Village Green: 200 feet deep from each road edge at Main St./Locust St./Palmer Ave.

Shore St. and 100 feet deep at Village Green

Davisville:  200 feet from each road edge on Davisville Road

Waquoit: 250 feet from each road edge at Waquoit Highway (Route 28)
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Why are we recommending the 
adjustment
üMore accurately reflects the spirit of the bylaw, to insure the integrity of the historic districts

üThe purpose of the bylaw is to promote the educational, cultural, economic and general 
welfare of the public through the preservation and protection of the distinctive 
characteristics and architecture of buildings and places significant in the history of the Town 
of Falmouth or their architecture, and through the maintenance and improvement of 
settings for such buildings and places to ensure that new building designs are compatible 
therewith.
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Impact of this proposal 

üCurrently, 1,019 properties in all 7 historic districts; After adjustment = 893 properties

üRemoval of 126 properties from historic districts

üNo properties will be added

ü106 houses may be subject to Commission or administrative review

ü132 estimated accessory buildings such as barns, if requiring a permit from the Building 
Department, may be subject to Commission or administrative review. 
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Benefits of the adjustment?
The Commissions feels the benefits of the proposed change are as follows:

üMore accurately reflects the spirit of the bylaw, to insure the integrity of the historic districts
üThe purpose of this bylaw is to promote the educational, cultural, economic and general welfare of the public through the 

preservation and protection of the distinctive characteristics and architecture of buildings and places significant in the history 
of the Town of Falmouth or their architecture, and through the maintenance and improvement of settings for such buildings 
and places to ensure that new building designs are compatible therewith.

üProtects historic buildings in the districts that may be sited outside the current district setback

üProvides logic and consistency with all historic district boundary lines in Falmouth

üEliminates the expense of requiring homeowners to provide certified plot plans

üRecommended in the Historic Preservation Plan prepared by Heritage Strategies for the Town of Falmouth 

üwŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ Local Comprehensive Plan 

üRecommended in the Cape Cod /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ²ƻƻŘǎ Hole Historic District study 
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Logic and consistency with property lines 
throughout all 7 historic districts

FALMOUTH HISTORICAL COMMISSION



Example of how the adjustment affects 
properties

PROPERTY PROPOSED FOR REMOVAL

26 COMANCHE DRIVE

PROPERTY PROPOSED FOR ADJUSTMENT

266 PALMER AVENUE
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Spirit of Chapter 36 
Falmouth Historic District Bylaw

§ 36-1. Authority and purpose.

B. The purpose of this bylaw is to promote the educational, cultural, economic and general welfare of the public 
through the preservation and protection of the distinctive characteristics and architecture of buildings and places 
significant in the history of the Town of Falmouth or their architecture, and through the maintenance and 
improvement of settings for such buildings and places to ensure that new building designs are compatible 
therewith.

§ 36-8. Criteria for determinations.

A. In deliberating on applications for certificates, the Commission shall consider, among other things, the historic 
and architectural value and significance of the site, building or structure; the general design, proportions, 
detailing, mass, arrangement, texture, and material of the exterior architectural features involved; and the 
relation of such exterior architectural features to similar features of buildings and structures in the surrounding 
district.

B.In the case of new construction or additions to existing buildings or structures, the Commission shall consider 
the appropriateness of the scale, shape and proportions of the building or structure both in relation to the land 
area upon which the building or structure is situated and in relation to buildings and structures in the district.
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Public Outreach
Cover letter and informational brochure explaining the adjustment sent out to all 1,019 property 
owners

Scheduled public hearings explaining the adjustment

üJuly 9 Civil Defense Room, Town Hall 6:00 pm

üAugust 6 Civil Defense Room 5:00 pm 

üAugust 8 West Falmouth Library 5:00 pm

üAugust 14 Ratcliffe Room, Woods Hole Library 5:00 pm

üAugust 22 Hermann Room, Falmouth Library 5:00 pm

üSeptember 3 Civil Defense Room, Town Hall 5:00 pm
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